6z                    UNDECLARED   WAR
This raising of the voters' age from 21 to 30 was
aimed, of course, at the disfranchisement of most of
the followers of M. Codreanu, who dissolved his party
as helpless forthwith. In April all other parties were
abolished by the King, who had in the meantime
formed a Cabinet of notables; presumably with a view
to identifying the national Church with himself as
opposed to M. Codreanu, he chose to be Premier the
Orthodox Patriarch, a man no more popular than
King Carol himself, and whose age, like M. Goga's,
aroused the contempt of many young people. In
February 1938 the King had resorted to the dictatorial
device of a yes-vote on the constitution, and in the
following December he completed the royal totalitar-
ianism by making Roumania, too, a One-Party State
with a Front of National Rebirth as the only legitimate
political organization in the country.
King Carol, during 1938, was undoubtedly in a very
difficult position, both geographically and otherwise.
When in November Codreanu and a number of his
associates were shot "while attempting to escape,"
many foreign observers applauded, insisting that
terroristic methods were the only ones which terrorists
would understand. The German press was full of
violent protestation, but because Herr Hitler was
annoyed Roumania had not therefore escaped the
German menace; on the contrary, the Codreanu
incident, like the Czech mobilization on May 2ist,
1938, may only have hardened the determination in
Berlin or Berchtesgaden to break Roumanian resist-
ance. Within the country German intrigue has as
much material as ever, and the democratic opinion
which was opposed to it was gagged by the royal